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A 



DESCRIPTION 



OF THE TWO 



ALBINOS OF EUROPE. 



L B I N O S, the name by which the Por- 



tuguefe call the white Moors, who are 
looked upon by the negcoes as naonfters. They 
at a distance mighi: be taken for Europeans ; 
but, when you come near them, their white 
colour appears, like that of perfons aflFcfled witii 
a Icprafy. 

In SalTurc-s Voyages ions ks Alps^ is the fol- 
lowing account of two boys, at Chamouni, who 
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have 
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have been called Albinos* " The elder, - who 
was at the end of the year 1785, about twenty 
or one and twenty years of age, had a dull look, 
with lips fomewhat thick, but nothing elfe in 
his features to diftinguifli him from other peo- 
ple. The other, who is two years younger, is 
rather a more agreeable figure ; he is gay and 
fprightly, and feems not to want wit. But 
their eyes are not blue ; the iris is of a very 
diftincl rofe colour: the pupil too, when view- 
ed in the light, feems decidedly red ; which 
leems to demonftrate, that the interior mem- 
branes are deprived of the uvea, and of that 
black mucous matter that fliould line them. 
Their hair, their eye-brows, and eye-iafhes, the 
down upon their fkin, were all, in their infancy, 
of the moll perfeft milk white colour, and very 
fine 5 but their hair is now of a reddilh caft, 

and 



and has grown pretty ftrong. Their fighjt tpo« 
k fQmewh2it,ftrQr^ti)ened; though, thi^y exagger^ 
ate to ftr^ogers their averfion Ui^: the light, , and 
half Ihut the eye-lids, to give themfelves a more 
extraordinary appearance. But thofe who, like 
«ie, have fecn ihem. in their infancy, before they 
jyere. tutored ::to ibis deceit, and when too few 
people came to Chamouni to mak.e this affcd^ 
tion profitable to them, can atteft that then they 
were not very much offended with the light of 
the day. At that time they were fo little defir- 
t)us of exciting the curiofity of ftrangers, that 
they hid themfelves to avoid fuch ; and it was 
necefTary to do a fort of violence to them, before 
they could be prevailed on to allow themfelves 
to be infpefted. It is alfo well known at Cha- 
mouni that when they were of a proper age, they 
were unable to tend the cattle like the other 
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<eh?lcJf6B at the fame age *, and tihat one of" tiieir 
tifKks maintained them >out ^ objiricy, at a 
time 'of life jwJfeen others were capable of gattn- 
ing a ifiibfiftauce by -thteir l^tboaar. 

^"?;jt* I am therefore of 
€onfider thde two lads as true Albunos j for If 
•ehey feavc not tiie thick iips and flat «©<ies of tiie 
wfeke negpoes, it ii becayfe they are Albinos -of 
Europe, jiot of Africa. This iofirmity affefks 
the ^ycis, tlhe G$^ple?ipn, aod ih^ «)lour of jhc 
km i k even dimiaiihes Jhe ftfength, but doe$ 
oot alter ihe conibfcnation «f the features. Be- 
iides, there are eertajtily in this malady varkws 
4egf€es : fonae nuy have lefs ftrength, and be 
kfs able to end^^e the Ught 5 but thefc circwji- 
ftances in thofe of Chamouni, are marked widi 
charader s fufficicmly ftrojig to cntkk them to 
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t^ie unhappy advantage of being claffed with 
that vari^y. pf-.tJie human fpecies denominated 
Albinos. 

*« When nature prefents the fame appearance 
often, and with circumftances varied, we may 
3ic laft difcover feme general law, or feme rela- 
tion which that appearance has with knowa cau- 
ses ; but when a fad is fo fingular and fo rare, 
as that of thofe Albinos, it gives but little fcope 
to con]c6lures 5 and it is very difficult to verify 
thofe by which we attempt to explain it. 

*' I at firft imagined that this difcafe might be 
referred to a particular fort of organic debility ; 
that a relaxation of the lymphatic veffels with- 
in the eye might fufFer the globules of the blood 
to enter too abundantly into the iris, the uvea, 

and 
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and even into the retina, which might occafion 
the rednefs of the iris and of the *pupil. Thfe' 
fame debility feemed alio to account for the in- 
tolerance of the light, and for the whitenefs of 
the hair. 

" But a learned phyfiologift, M. Blumenbach, 
profeffor in the univerfity ar Gottingen, who has 
made many profound obfervatibns on the organs 
of fight, and has confidered with great attention 
the Albinos of Chamouni, attributes their in- 
firmity to a different caufe. 

The ftudy of comparative anatomy has 
fiirnifhed him with frequent opportunities of 
obferving this phenomenon ; he has found it in 
brutes, in white dogs, and in owls ; he fays it is 
generally to be feen in the warm- blooded ani- 
mals J 
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nials ; but that he has never met with it in thofe 
with cold blood. 

From his obfervations, he- is of opinion, 
that the rednefs of the iris, and of the other 
internal pares of theeye, as well a:s-the extreme 
fenlibility that accompanies this rednfefs, is ow- 
ing to the total privation of that brown or 
blacldfti mucus, that, 'about the fifth week af- 
ter conception, covers all the interior parts of 
the ' eye in its found ftate. He obferves, that 
SimcJn Pontius, in hisi treatife de Coloribus Ocu- 
lorum,' long ago remarked, that in blue eyes the 
interior membranes were lefs abundantly pro- 
vided with this black mlicus, and were therefore 
more fenTible to the aftlon of light. This fen- 
fibility of blue eyes agrees very well, fays M. 
Blumenbach, with northern people, during their 

long 
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long twilight J while, oa the contrary, the 4eep 
black in the eyes of the negroeg, en<tb|lc3 th&a 
to fupport the fplendor of the fun*s beam in 
the torrid zone. 

" A$ to. the connexion between tlxisred co^ 
lour pf the eyes an4 tji^ whitenpfs of the Ikin 
and h!^\r.f the fame learned phyliolo^ft fays^, 
that it is,; Qwing to a fimilarity of ftrudurej 
tonfenfus ex fmilitudine fabrics. He afferts, that 
this bUck , mucus is formed only in the delicauc 
cellular fub^ance, which has numerous blood' 
veflels contiguous to it, but contains no fat j 
like the infide of the eye, the fkin of negroes, 
the fpotted palate of feveral domeftic animals, 
&c. And, laftly, he fays, that the colour of 
the hair generally correfponds with that of the 
i;is. G<izme lUt, de Gotingue^ Odob. 1784. 

" At 
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** At the very tirac that M. Blutncnbacfe* 
was reading this memoir to the Royal Society 
of Gottingcn, M. fiuzzi, : fargeon- tt) tfee hok: 
pital at Milan, an clevc of the cekhw*^ j-^' 
tomlfc Mofcati, publiilied m the QpHfeoM B^eliir 
de MHatty lyHy t.vH.p. i i. » very :ijatearcfting 
memoir, in which he dembnftratoB by dt£fa9:icwi» 
what Blumenbach had only fuppofed^ bs^nu bnii 

A pealant, of about thirty ye^9. of «ge, 
(fcl at the hofpitai of Milan, of a puteiOflary 
diforder. His body, being cxpofcd to view, 
was ex<teedingly remarkable by the tmcomraon 
whkcnefs of the Ikin, of the hair, of the beard, 
and of all the other covered parts of the body. 
M. Buzzi, who had long dcfired an opportunity 
of diffeding fuch a fubjea, immediately fcized 
upon this. He found the iris of tlic eyes per- 

feaiy 
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feftly white, and the pupil of a rofe colour. 
The eyes were difTe(5led with the greateft poffible 
care, and were found entirely deftitute of that 
black membrane, which anatomifts call the 
uvea ; it was not to be feen either behind the 
iris, or under the retina ; . within the eye there 
was only found the choroid coat extremely thin 
and tinged of a pale red colour, by velTels filled 
with difcoloured blood. What was more ex- 
traordinary, the Ikin, when detached from dif- 
ferent parts of the body, feemed alfo entirely 
divefted of the reie mucofum 5 maceration did 
not difcover the leaft veftige of this, not even 
in the wrinkles of the abdomen, where it is moft 
abundant, and moft vifiblei 

" M. Buzzi likewife accounts for the white- 
nefs of the Ikin and of the hair, from the ab- 

fence 
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fence of the rete mucofum^ which, according to 
him, gives the colour to the cuticle, and to the 
hairs that are fcattered over it. Among other 
proofs of this opinion, he alledges a well-known 
fadt, that if the Ikin of the blackeft horfe be 
accidentally deftroyed in any part of the body, 
the hairs that afterwards grow on that part, are 
always white, becaufe rete mucofum "vthAch 
tinges thofe hairs, is never regenerated with the 
ikin, 

" The proximate caufe of the whitenefs of 
Albinos, and the colour of their eyes, feems 
therefore pretty evidently to depend on the ab- 
fence of the rete mucofum; But what is the 
remote caufe? 

*! In the firft place, it feems probable that 

men 



t H 1 

men afie^led with this infirmity, form no dif» 
tind Ipecies, far they are produced from parents 
that have dark fkins and black eyes. What is 
it then that deftroys the rete mucefum iu fach 
pcrfons ? M. Buzzi relates a fingular fa<£t„ which 
fecms to throw fomc light on this fubjedw 

" A woman of Milan, named Calcagni, had 
ibven fons j tlie two eldeft had brown hair and 
black eyes-, the three next had white fkins, 
white hair and red eyes ; the two laft refembled 
the two eldeft. It was faid that this woman, 
during the three pregnancies that produced the 
-Albinos, had a continual and immoderate ap- 
petite for milk, which flie took in great quan- 
tities ; but that when fhe was with child of the 
other four children, flie had no fuch defire. It 
is not however afcertained, that this preterna- 
tural 
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tural appetite was not itfelf the effect a cer- 
tain heat, or internal difeafc, which dcftroyed 
the ret^ mcofum it\ the children before they 
were born, 

« The Albinos of ChamOuni are alfo the off- 
fpring of parents with dark Ikins ahd bkck eyes. 
They have three fifters by the fame father and 
mother, who are alfo brunettes^ One of them 
that I faw, had the eyes of a dark brown, and 
the hair alnioft black, ThCy arc faid, however, 
to be all afSifted with a weaknefs of fight. 
When the lads are married, it will be curtoiis 
to obferve how the eyes of their childitti #ill 
be formed. The experiment would be parti- 
cularly decifive, if they were married to women 
like themfelves. But this faulty conformation 
feems to be mo.re rare among women than a- 
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mong men ; for the four of Milan, the two of 
Chamouni, the one defcribed by Mauperitus, 
the one by Helvetius, and almoft all the inftances 
of thefe fingular produftions, have been of our 
fex. It is known, however, that there are races 
of men and women afFeftcd with this difeafc, 
and that thefe races perpetuate themfelves in 
Guinea, in Java, at Panama, &c. 

" Upon the whole, this degeneration does 
not feem to be owing to the air of. the moun- 
tains ; for though I have traverfed the greateft 
part of the Alps, and the other mountains of 
Europe, thefe are the only individuals of the 
kind I ever met with; 
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